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EINARRATIVE

Narrative
The Town of Billerica is located 20 miles northwest of Boston and borders
Lowell to the south. Incorporated in 1655, the town remained predominately
agricultural until the mid-nineteenth century when a major mill complex was
sited on the Concord River in North Billerica. Although a number of
smaller industries grew up over the next 100 years, it wasn't until the
1950's that the present day industrial base was established. Today
Billerica is a major regional employer and home to several high technology
firms, many of which are offshoots of companies along Route 128 to the
south.
Currently Billerica has close to 40,000 residents, having grown rapidly
from 10,000 residents in 1950. The majority of homes are located within
residential subdivisions, although significant older neighborhoods exist in
the town center, North Billerica, Pinehurst and Nutting Lake.
The town is within minutes of Route 3 and Route 495, both major limited
access highways. The town has bus and train service provided by the Lowell
Regional Transit Authority and the MBTA at North Billerica. The remnants
of the historic Middlesex Canal, an outmoded mode of transport, traverse
the town north to south.
Two rivers pass through town. The Concord River is a major regional water
feature while the Shawsheen River meanders through the southerly part of
town.
Billerica is also the site of the Middlesex House of Correction, a
significant town employer.
Even though much of Billerica has been developed, there are still
significant parcels of vacant land which lend a certain rural character to
many areas of town.

(Narrative supplied by community)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Northeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Carlisle and Chelmsford on the west,
Lowell and Tewksbury on the north, Wilmington and Burlington on the east, and
Bedford on the south. Billerica is 19 miles north of Boston, 23 miles northwest
of Lynn, 45 miles northeast of Worcester, and 205 miles from New York

City.

Total Area: 26.39 sq. miles
Land Area: 25.89 sq. miles
Population: 37,609
Density: 1,453 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Bedford Station)
Normal temperature in January..... 24.3°F
Normal temperature in July........ 71.2°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 44.8"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates
Billerica, Wilmington

Regional Planning Agency
Northern Middlesex

Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Lowell
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (978) 671-0942
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Town Administrator
Representative Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1655

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 19,732
Democrats 7,513 38.1
Republicans 2,440 12.4
Other parties 7 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 9,772 49.5

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profil e of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Billerica town, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

[Far information on corfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]
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#HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (prCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 204
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 0
Federal (Section 8): 55
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E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Billerica is situated in the Merrimac River Valley, which has excellent
rail, air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495
divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by
numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and
intermodal facilities of Boston.

Major Highways
Principal highways are U.S. Route 3 and State Routes 3A and 129. Interstate
495, the "Outer Belt" around Boston, 1is easily accessible in the
neighboring town of Chelmsford.

Rail
Commuter rail service is available from North Billerica to North Station,
Boston. Travel time: 37-41 min.; 333 MBTA parking spaces available. The
Springfield Terminal Railway offers freight service to Billerica and
operates the Devens Tradeport Warehouse and Distribution Center. Contact
number: (978) 663-1073

Bus

Billerica is a member of the Lowell Regional Transit Authority (LRTA),
which provides fixed bus service between Lowell and Billerica. In addition,
paratransit services, including medical trips to Boston and special work
trips, are available for the elderly and disabled through LRTA's Road
Runner program.

Other

L.G. Hanscom Field, a reliever Airport with Commercial Service (CR), has a
5,106"' asphalt and a 7,001' asphalt and concrete runway. Instrument
approaches available: Precision and non-precision. Billerica is within easy
trucking distance of the Boston docks and Logan International Airport.
Tew-Mac Airport, in Tewksbury, has two paved runways of 2,600' and 2,832"'.
Instrument approaches available: None.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
Country View Nursing Home
N.E. Pediatric Care
Simmons Nursing Home, Inc.

Hospices
None
Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director



